5LOBAL CITIES

Cities are increasingly af the centre of global
flows of people, capital, culture and informa-
tion, Over the last 30 years thelr robe a5 finan-
dﬂronmndmhumnded.unllru
a new type of sprawling. often multi-centred,
urban agglomeration.

There are now aver 20 mega-city regions
with mare than ten million peoaple. There are
also nearly 450 city regions with over one
millian residents. Together they house mare
than one billlon people in a relatively small
surface of the earth. As they expand even
further, info urbanised regions of over 50
milllien inhabitants, thedr foetprint will have a
direct impact on climate change and the
ecobogical balance of the planet, as well as an
the lives of existing and new city dweliers,

This section explores some of the maost
populous city regions of the world = the
greater Tokyo area (the largest urban region
in the world fodayl, and the expanding
metropalitan zones of Mexico City and Sag
Faulo. Each city displays different spatial
characieristics and varying levels of sucoess

The speed with which many of the wonds
cities are growing affects thedr social and phys-
ical structure dramatically. The five cifies fea-
fured in this section - Cairo, tstanbul, London,
Los Angeles and Shanghal - are experienting
growih at a different pace, and absorbing it in
different manners: some are growing upwards,
ofhers ane growing outwards,

The speed of wrban change is fuelled by
natural increase as well as rural-te-urban
migratien, with people flocking fo cities in
search of jobs and social opportunities, Seme
cities, like Londan, are managing fhis change
with planned sirategies for growth. Others are
overtaken by informal development process-
es thal completely transform their scale,
Texture and character.

In mary cases, the social and urban land-
scapes of these cities are being rapidly frans-
formed by the speculative commercial devel-
opmen! of business parks, commercial
districts, shopping malls and housing
enclaves. These changes direclly affedt the
fives of existing communifies and new city
residents; the way in which they are managed
Is central fo the creation of more balanced
and Inclusive cities in the fwenty-first cenfury,

Density — the number of people living in a
Eiven anea, usually expressed as people per
square kilometre = is at the centre of public
diebate on the future growth of cities. Used as
a planning fool, awareness of density can help
fo curtall over-development and overcrow-
ding. or ensure thal scance urban land is not
under-used, in areas with good
public transport and social amenities. High
density does not mean high-rise: large
numbers of people can be accommaodated in
five- or six-storey buildings arranged in a
mmpact and efficient manner, creafing
congenial places for living.

Good design can desirable nesgh-
bourhoods in cltles across the world by balane-
Ing dense development with access fo open
space and good transport. Dense wrban envi-
ronments can creale sustainable cifies; more

developments use up mone land
and need mone infrastructure - water, gas,
electricity, roads - with negalive impacts on
the enviranment. High density housing can be
associated with poverty and owercrowding,
especially in the slums of developing coun-
tries, However, good design can produce
desirable nelghbourhoods in cities across the
it m'dpodtrmdm
ACCRE 10 OPEN SPacE - a5
evident in some of the most sucoessiul neigh-
baurhoods in Lendon, Parts and New York.

than 50% of us now live in cities and, according fo the United

in managing urban change thraugh govern-
ance and policies to contaln sprawl. Some of
these policies, such as London's Green Belt,
established by Fatrick Abarcrombie in 1943,
can have a lasting impact an the city's ecology
and liveability.

TOKYD
Tokyn. the largest oy in the world and the oy
mEga-Ofy in 2 diveloped economy, expandad
drarmatically sfer the Second Work War Over 40%
of the city & bush mlaﬂﬁla—.cruatnmmmlc.n
Bay to acrofmmodare this growth. However, given
dapan’s lw demographic dynamism and the pol-
0€s 10 fu2h Tokyo's prowth, the ity will grow at 2
reldvely modest pace Like many other cibes o
Fapan, Tokyo s prone i earthquaies and fooding
Home fo & relaively wealihy and hermogenous
Poputation. the city is compased of naerow build-
Ing plots. chotely-packed commernal districts, such
a5 Shituya, Shinuky, Ganza or the new cense 3|
Roppong: Hil The Greater Tokyo area in fhe Eants
TEgON fowy adtormimodales over 34 million people
In & consstentty dense and mulli-tenired weban

ISTANBUL
Isfanbud s the eighfeentt fastest-growing cify.infge

worlcl aggng 19 new residents each hour With 98

radion inhabxants, the ancient but mpidly growing
ety & fhe largest withn ifs young counfry istacdul
sraodies the Asian and Furonean continents, wilth
an exiensve waleriiont on both wdes of the Bes-
phiorus. The cify grew by around 900% m fhe past
50 years: 7% n the last degade Further gromn of
15 miflion peaphe = projecied in the next decade

With the recent infuson ol global ol and
culfure, the Oy 5 engaging = laps nisiruchee
sthemes. Thess inchude the Marmaray miknbé
Bunneel linking it te habves, and confroversial pro-
Erarnmes for rencvanng its Lrban core and e
velopeng its waleriront

ndustry & no longer the principa cog i tan-
buls econormy, but 1 employs 3 third of the civs
Popuiahon, sgndfcantly, a thed of Turkey's mani-
lachueng plants are shill in Istanbul As indkstries
movie 1o B gutskirts of the cify, mary redundand
ndusingl seas [especialy slong ktanbuls exden-
she waterkonizl have bacome sites for the devel-
apment of cultural nstitutions and Bolihes. This &
particutary frue of its Asan side, untl recantly such
resources have peen concertrated in the histone
weslem peninsula

MEXICO CITY
Residential density: 5,800 people per km?
[london 4,500 people per km?)
Located on @ high plateau, with lew geographic
boundares 1o cub is gowih, Meao Gty has
devedoped a5 a low-nse, spawikng oy, the aeniral
Federal Drstrics resdential density s abowt 5800
people per kv, skghvly higher than the seliively
I density of London. Bud # has some denser aneas
wealthiss parts in the soufh, east and the histonc
cenine, a5 well a5 less afflvent aneas such ihe uiban-
sed north

The subusbian sprmsd continues o develop, fusked
by low-rost manigages. cheap petral and a lax regu-
[atory framework The municipal povemment has
Higd 1o re-shape fhe fagmenfed ity by luring ness-
dents back info the heloric cendre, whose popula-
fion had deceased by 40% between 1570 and
1995 Bl rertan progremmes infended fo bring
more people ino fhe city centre have had the unan-
heiparted efiect of proing out some residents, lorcing
them infa the sumoundng State of Mexio

PROECT BRATE 44

The curerd regeneraion of Mexn Ciy' heone certre

nvoives malaleng hstonc suciones as well as opatng

andl upgrading comvrers buddngs and AlasLCHE
Brazi 44 s pa of 3 federal poernment infatve

fegan that s well served by an imegraled system
o frains, underground and buses, wsed by naary
B0 of danly commutiers

Despile Hs scale and eomplesity Tokyo provides
ahmﬂrﬂ&mwbmn‘odﬁmmm«!&tmg
mmbmﬂnsassm;mcrealmm
chusters of developvment near the centre and iegen-
eaimg s underased waterfromt along Tokyo
Bay. The Govemdr of Tokyo 5 one of the mosr
powerll figwes in Ihe Japanese adrenmsiahon
angl Tokyo recenes more national fscal resources
Iham il condfibfes.

MEXICO CITY
Sorawiing @ross a high plateaw ramed by moun.
fans and volcanoes, Mexico Oty hat expanded
teniold in bofh population and area since 1940
With & populstion of 18 milion plus, Me city region
generaies nearly & quaer ol Mexicos wealih,
aitecling peaple — many of them young - kom
the rest of the county fo the Aziecs’ crignal
‘loafing city’

The regon (aces a major chafienge n oo-ord-
naling senacis and infrasiuciue deos the admin

CAIRO

Caim &5 one of the worids oldest confinualy-
nhatetad chies. centred on the mer Nie and ifs
fertiie basin surrounded by desert It is an inlense

palmpsest of cverlapping eulfunes and dviizahons, |

each of which has lefls its mark on the cifys bl
hentage The populzhon folals 78 malkor wittt
almost 15 milion m the greater metropobian ared,
mon-olfics bgures appoach 18 million Cado's
populaton grew by about B30% in the past century,
fuueed partly by an infiux from nural arees. Copent.
gowth 5 Eimer 15% in ihe past decade Caro's

the Rfleenth Gxstest-prowing city i the werld and™

the Furd fastest in Alnca, alter Lages and Kinshasa

60% ol the cifys resdents fve in Lniosmsed
housing. some up jo 14 sioreys high, but many
Fave access i modem faoiihes - water, gasand
elecincity 100,000 people mhabit Cain's City of
the Dead whese smal courteand  buildengs,
mosgues and fombs. provide makeshil? shelier for
new immigrants The site has been oooupied by
The poar for several hundeed years

To redeect wban gowth, Cainos governmisn
has fostered the develspmen) of several saiefiie
Cires in gesen areas poorly served by public fans-
port Byt despihe by promohon over e
decades, by 1996 the 102l populanion of Mhese niw
fowms was kess Ihan Greaier Canos grmrlhmp.m
S monifs.

MUMBAI
Residential density: 34,000 people per km®
[London 4,500 peeple per km)
The oty of Mumbal Bombay covers 438 ot of
Safsetie bland, although aimost 3 §fth of s area is
ogrupeed by Borah Matonal Park This means the
urben aress are condansed info about 350 ke, with
& high gross mesidentidl derssity, aboyt seven fmes
The densityol London. About hak the populanion bves
in mrakeshill shacks with ng sewers or waler Urban
housng & tramped and expensive, and open publc
space i bmilad — only 1% of the ofy's area—and olien
poork-maintanad

Mumbait more alfuen! classes e i 3 comidor
siesching slong the citys norh-south aas. Taler e
derial sruchuees are snounded by
o rise shom busldings: A the oy dversdies fom ifs
e nclrsines, former ml aeers and docklangs effer
the polerdial o produce afiordsble housing: and
acressie public spaces, buf gen cument develop-
ment rends, 2 kel b beoome exchve ollice and

Ni‘liuns this number is set o rise o 75% by 2050. A century ago only
10% of the planet's population lived in cities.

i5irainet boundanes of the two separste govoimeng
enhtgs 1hat make up Mexioo Cilys wader meino-
poiitan anea — the Federal District and the State ol
Menca fs central mee-boed boulevarmts and
sequnhy-guarded shops and offces conirag with
the confimuows speead of inlormal housng 1hal
tngs 1o the steep hifs and exends oubwards 1o
Fhe horizon

Thiz income Zan betaeen rich angd pedr remaing
wid and a high crime raie dominates, with secy.
Ny & prime concem alongside pollutian and tralfic
congestion. exacerbated by car-onenled policy and
irvestmient, in a ity where petrol s chaaper then
botiled water. Fear has matvaled the presence of
secunty fonces and the constuchon of gated re-
denfial and comemetial compounds Brres the oify

The new city maner (s now pushing lar more oo
orhnaled povernance fo confol spawl, imalising
its hestoric ceniire, minoducing move susianable
Framspodl. and slaring fo fackle its aule waner
shorage and the cumbhing wrban labric that
reflects decaces of unsiupiued growin and poor
MELOWTE Management

residenial rones

Lack of mestment means whan inlgstucte
ol mee the dermands ol 3 gresving populsnon
B5% of residents ihe equealent of #e porulanon of
horwiy use public transpor every day. rain camages
are regularty filed well bivend therrimenced capaniy
Hurnbiai is.a city where the vast majonty of people sil
walk: 1o work, refertng fhe svong Ink between the
bl:mmu{ricl'nw_ housing and workplaces.

PROJECT: CHICHALMIADY SANITATION PROECT
Mumba lcks sandaton fcles for abow hatf i
populshon The absence of urning waier and sewer-
a2 (DNechons & wacceptble and pofendally e
Hveatermg. Chidhen in slms cannal compete i the
dong queves ior stame municpal idets. they dolerae
Outde thew homes

The Chihahwad Sandaton Froeo consshs of
ommundy ioiel blocks desgned  constreted and
manianed by eollecives They ol tepansie snacns
for men women and chidhen Capidd france o
CONSirucion £omes fom the Sale o Moncpakies
W0 250 v o ersure thal wiker and elertoly s
Provaded o the biocks



